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should not be denied health care while her
healthy brothers and sisters are still covered,
we must pass this bill now. This bill is an
example of what we can do when we put
aside partisanship and work together for the
common good. Millions of lives will be
changed for the better when it becomes law.
We shouldn’t let any special interest get in
the way now. Let’s work together and pass
the Kassebaum-Kennedy bill, and let’s do it
now.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:45 p.m. on
February 2 at the Sanders Lockheed plant in
Nashua, NH, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on Feb-
ruary 3.

Remarks at St. Cecilia’s Social Hall in
Manchester, New Hampshire
February 3, 1996

Thank you very much. Hello. Thank you
very much, Sergeant Robidas, for your intro-
duction and for your fine work. Thank you,
Nancy Tessier, for your work at the Beech
Street School and for your support of com-
munity policing. Chief Favreau; to the Con-
cord Police Chief, Dave Walchak, who is a
great honor for New Hampshire, he’s the
president of the International Association of
Police Chiefs, and we’re glad to have you
here.

I want to thank the others who have been
with me today. Your United States Attorney,
Paul Gagnon; your U.S. Marshal, Ray
Gagnon; the Hillsborough County Attorney,
Peter McDonough. And I thank Father Adri-
an Longchamps, who met with me today. I
want to thank the police officers in particular
who visited with me just a moment ago at
the community station, Tyron Guice and
Nick Willard. And I want to say to Mr. Byron,
the police officer who is standing here to my
right—right before I came up here he said,
‘‘Mr. President, this is the best job I ever
had. I love doing this work.’’

I want to thank two others who are in our
group today: Pauline Coat, the executive di-
rector of the Manchester Neighborhood
Services, and in some ways the linchpin of
this whole experiment, Alice Septin, who is
the head of the Take Back Our Neighbor-

hood Corporation. Let’s give her a big hand.
Thank you, Alice. I thank all the community
police officers who are here, all those who
participated in Operation Street Sweeper. I
thank the D.A.R.E. students and the people
in the D.A.R.E. program who are here. Let’s
give them a big hand. And I thank the
AmeriCorps members who are here from
Salem, for their work and their progress.
Thank you very much.

It is wonderful to be back in New Hamp-
shire, great to be back in Manchester, and
great to be talking about an issue that I dis-
cussed a great deal with the people of New
Hampshire back in 1992 which is now a re-
ality on the streets of Manchester and
throughout the United States.

Let me begin by saying that, as all of you
know, in my State of the Union Address I
tried to outline for our country what I believe
the challenges are that we face today and
those that we will face in the years ahead,
and what I think we all have to do to meet
those challenges and how I see the Nation’s
Government’s role in working with the
American people to meet them. This is an
age of great possibility. There are more good
things available to more people here than
ever before. But it is also an age of very stiff
challenge. More and more people have to
work harder just to keep up in this new econ-
omy. We still have too much crime and vio-
lence. We still have a lot of other problems.

So the great challenge for us is how to ex-
pand opportunity to more Americans, how
to bring this country together around our
core values, how to maintain our country’s
leadership for freedom and for peace. The
first thing we have to do is to finish the work
of yesterday. That means we have to pass the
right kind of balanced budget plan that elimi-
nates the deficit but also protects our obliga-
tions to our parents, to our children, and to
our future through our investments in the
programs of Medicare, Medicaid, environ-
mental protection, and educational opportu-
nities. And let me emphasize again, with all
the work that I have done with the Repub-
lican congressional leaders and the Demo-
cratic congressional leaders there are now
more than enough savings that are common
to both our plans to pass that kind of bal-
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anced budget plan, and I hope we will do
it, and do it soon.

After we do that we will still be left with
the challenges we face. And I have identified
seven that I think are the greatest challenges
for our country, of which taking back our
streets and making America safe is one and,
in some cases, the most fundamental. We
have to do more to strengthen our families.
We have to do more to provide educational
opportunity for all. We have to do more to
provide economic security to people who are
working hard but aren’t getting raises and
don’t have access to health care and stable
pensions and lifetime education and training
opportunities. We have to do more to clean
our environment and protect it and to grow
the economy while cleaning up the environ-
ment instead of destroying it. We have to
do more to fight the problems we face to
our security: terrorism, weapons of mass de-
struction, working in concert with others for
peace. We have to change the way the Gov-
ernment works to increase your sense of con-
fidence in it.

When I ran here in 1994, I identified four
things I thought ought to be done to reform
the way the Government works. The Con-
gress has done two of those things this year,
and I applaud them. They passed a very
tough reform bill on lobbying to limit what
Congress can take from lobbyists and to re-
quire lobbyists to disclose how much money
they spend and on what. That was a good
thing. They passed a bill to require Congress
to live under the laws that are imposed on
the private sector. That was a good thing.

I believe your former Congressman was
one of the original sponsors of that legisla-
tion, Dick Swett. That was a good thing.
Now, there are two other things we need to
do this year. We need to past the line-item
veto that they have pledged to pass for me,
and we need to pass meaningful campaign
finance reform. It is very important. It can
be done. It ought to be done.

But there’s one other thing I want to say.
A great part of this debate in Washington
is about what the national Government’s re-
sponsibility is. And the way you’ve heard this
debate over the last 15 years has often been
big Government is getting in the way of the
American economy; big Government is un-

dermining the independence of the Amer-
ican community; big Government is weaken-
ing, not strengthening, the American family.

I have to tell you that I think that is the
wrong debate. The era of big Government
is over. Our administration has eliminated
16,000 pages of Federal regulations, hun-
dreds of programs, thousands of unnecessary
offices. The Government is over 200,000
people smaller today than it was the day I
took the oath of office as President.

But the issue is not big Government versus
small Government. The issue is what is your
responsibility through the national Govern-
ment to work to help people make the most
of their own lives, to work to help commu-
nities solve their own problems and meet
their own challenges. That is the issue.

And if you look at the challenge we have
to take our streets back, to make them safe
again, I am very gratified at what we are
doing, but we’ve got a long way to go. I’m
gratified that the crime rate is down here.
I am gratified that the crime rate is down
all over America. I think it’s wonderful that
New York City had the biggest drop in crime
since 1972. I think it is wonderful that Hous-
ton has the lowest murder rate it’s had in
19 years. I think these are good things.

But we all know that our job will not be
over until crime and violence are the excep-
tion, not the rule, until every neighborhood
can say what I heard the people in this neigh-
borhood say to me a few moments ago: that
people now can walk outside and walk down
the street and they don’t have to be afraid;
that the police are there at the play yard talk-
ing to the kids, and they know them by name;
that people feel secure.

You can’t eliminate the darkness that lurks
in human nature. There will never be a time
when there is absolutely no crime in Amer-
ica, when there is absolutely no violence. But
we can go back to the days when it’s the
exception, not the rule, and people have their
freedom on the streets of this country.

Now, my philosophy has been all along
that if we could identify a national challenge
and an idea that works, it was a legitimate
thing for the Government in Washington—
your Government—to define the ‘‘what,’’
what is the challenge; and then to help peo-
ple to meet that challenge. But the people
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at the grassroots level should define how to
do it; that people in Washington should not
be telling people how to do it. That’s what
we do here. In our education reforms we
said, okay, here are some national standards
we ought to meet, you figure out how to do
it. In welfare reform we said we want to move
people from welfare to work, we want people
to be better parents and effective workers
and break the cycle of dependence; but any
State that’s got a better idea about how to
do it, we ought to give you permission to
try.

We did it in health care. We said if you
can find a way to slow health care costs and
expand health coverage to people who are
working through the Medicaid program, we’ll
give you a chance to determine how to do
that. And we’ve given more permission to
more State and local governments to do more
things in the last 3 years than the previous
administrations did in 12 years before me.
I believe in giving States and localities and
private citizens the right to determine the
how.

But the ‘‘what’’ in the case of crime is a
national problem. Crime and violence is a
national problem. And we know that commu-
nity policing, which you celebrate here in
Manchester, is what is working everywhere.
Just a couple of weeks ago one of our major
national news magazines had a cover story
on turning the corner in the war against
crime. And the police commissioner from
New York City was featured on the cover
as a stand-in for all the police officers every-
where and their community supporters who
are working to make projects like this work.

Consider what has happened. The streets
of New Hampshire are safer today because
under the crime bill that we passed providing
for community policing, there are 132 new
police officers in communities all across this
State. But they aren’t just there as police offi-
cers, they’re also changing what they’re
doing. They are working with community
groups, like the community groups in this
neighborhood. They are working not just to
catch more criminals, but to prevent crime
from occurring in the first place and to make
streets inhospitable places for the return of
crime and drugs and gangs and violence. And
it is working. We need to do more of it.

I heard the story of a 9-year-old girl who
told an officer working in one of your com-
munity substations that her mother now al-
lows her to play outside because the police
had made it safe. Isn’t that the story you want
every child in America to be able to tell?
Shouldn’t every child in America be able to
tell that story?

I was very moved by the grit and the deter-
mination of the people that I saw in the com-
munity substation today, and by their sense
that they could make a difference. One of
the things that I constantly battle as your
President is the feeling too many Americans
have that their efforts won’t make a dif-
ference anymore. Too many people seem to
believe that we can’t do better. And if one
message comes out of this trip I took to Man-
chester this morning, should go out all over
America is, when it comes to crime and vio-
lence we can do better. You have done better
in Manchester. People are doing better all
over this country.

We can take our streets and our neighbor-
hoods back, but it will require a partnership
between people in law enforcement, commu-
nity leaders, and grassroots citizens. We have
to do it together. No one can do it alone,
but together we can all do it. And that is
the central lesson the United States has to
face today.

I want to be absolutely frank in saying that
while I think it would be a disastrous mistake
for the Congress to reverse course on the
crime bill and not to continue until we have
put the full complement of 100,000 police
officers on our streets—in just a little over
a year-and-a-half we’re already a third of the
way home—Congress must not turn around.
I want to be frank in saying to you that we
could put all these police officers out in de-
partments all across America, and if we didn’t
have community leaders who were prepared
to take their streets and neighborhoods back,
if we didn’t have schools that were prepared
to support the police, if we didn’t have par-
ents like those that help this substation here
get decorated for Christmas and support
them, we could put the police officers out
there and we still wouldn’t succeed.

It requires both a commitment to putting
the police back on the street and in the
neighborhoods, and a commitment from citi-
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zens to win the war against crime. Every
American should be challenged to join a
neighborhood watch group; if you see some-
body in trouble, to pick up a phone and call
for help; to spend a few hours every week
helping out young people who need a helping
hand from a caring adult through a Boys
Club, a Girls Club, a D.A.R.E. program, or
some other constructive way to get our kids
off to a good start in life.

Neighbors helping neighbors, friends
sticking up for friends, parents teaching chil-
dren the difference between right and
wrong, establishing bonds of trust between
police officers and people in the commu-
nities, all these things must also be done. But
the good news is it can make a difference.
And what we celebrate today, I believe, is
a model of the kind of partnerships we need
in America.

You have a President and a national Gov-
ernment that says, here is the problem:
There is too much crime and violence. We
know something that works everywhere it’s
been tried and done right, community-based
policing. So we will pass a bill to provide in-
centives to help communities hire these po-
lice officers. But they must decide—we said
the what; they have to decide the how. We
make no judgments about who gets hired,
about how they get trained, about how
they’re deployed, and we can’t begin to say
whether or not there is a community group
supporting or working with them.

So it never works unless you supply the
how. You fill in all the blanks. You take your
communities back. You make the most of the
potential. You give your children a chance
to live up to their God-given abilities. That
is the model America must adopt for dealing
with all the great challenges we face today;
partnership, working together. There is no
more issue of big Government.

But I am telling you, we cannot afford to
say we’re going to go back to the time when
everybody just fends for themselves. The
only way we’re going to solve the problems
we’ve got today is to work together, where
everybody plays their role. We do it, and we
make a difference.

And let me just say, a critical component
of this is building some trust again between
law enforcement officers and people in the

community. One of the most painful experi-
ences I’ve had as President was the loss of
trust I felt in a lot of places like New Hamp-
shire and my home State of Arkansas, when
the law enforcement officers came to us and
they said, ‘‘If you want us to do the job you
have got to pass the Brady bill, and you’ve
got to give us the ability to get these assault
weapons off the street where people can’t
be sprayed innocently while they’re walking
up and down the block.’’ We’ve got to do
it.

But then when we tried to do that we
found that in a lot of States, like New Hamp-
shire and Arkansas, where half the people
have a hunting or a fishing license or both,
there were a lot of people who said, ‘‘Well,
this is going to take away my gun. This is
going to be a terrible thing. This is going
to erode the right to keep and bear arms.
This is going to undermine our hunting cul-
ture.’’ And, frankly, it’s hard, with as much
distrust of Government as there was out
there, to break through that. But now, I’ve
been here in New Hampshire, this is my sec-
ond day, and I’ve heard all of these fellas
bragging on the deer season we just had, and
not a single person lost their deer rifle. But
we’ve got 44,000 people with criminal
records who did not get handguns last year
because of the Brady bill.

So we are trying to help our police officers
be safer and keep these assault weapons out
of the hands of gang members, but no one
has lost a weapon—a sporting weapon, a
hunting weapon. And maybe now that time
has passed, we can rebuild the bonds of trust
there, too. Because the overwhelming major-
ity of sportsmen in this country—sportsmen
and women—are honest, good, law-abiding
people, and we need everybody working to-
gether to whip this problem of crime and
violence.

And now—I saw it today and I heard all
of you talking about the bonds of trust in-
creasing in this community; that’s what we
need more of in America. You know, most
people are good people. Most people get up
every day and do the best they can to do
the right things. And we all look at each other
sometimes with too much distrust. Again I
say if we can overcome that, we can solve
any problem.
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But I hope all Americans will look to Man-
chester, and we’ll look to other communities
where the crime rate is going down. And I
hope they will say, number one, we don’t
have to put up with this anymore. We don’t
have to put up with streets where our kids
can’t walk safely. We don’t have to put up
with neighborhoods where good, decent peo-
ple don’t want to live anymore. We don’t
have to move away to feel safe in our own
homes. There is another way and a better
way. But, secondly, that better way requires
both more police officers in my community
and my neighborhood walking my streets,
and my personal involvement and my trust,
and our sense of partnership and community.

If we have that, we can not only take our
streets back and make our country safe, we
can deal with any other challenge the Amer-
ican people face. If you look at our whole
history, there has never been a single, solitary
time when America failed when America
worked together. And that’s what we have
to do today.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Sgt. Red Robidas, commu-
nity policing commander; Nancy Tessier, prin-
cipal, Beach Street School; and Peter Favreau,
Manchester police chief.

Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion
on Small Business in Merrimack,
New Hampshire
February 3, 1996

[Tony Halvatzes, president, New Hampshire
Hydraulics welcomed the President and
briefly described how the Small Business Ad-
ministration had helped him expand his busi-
ness.]

The President. Tony, I’d say you’ve seed-
ed this crowd pretty well. That’s what all of
us politicians try to do, we try to go to crowds
where the people are going to cheer for us.
You did a good job.

Mr. McGowan, do you want to say any-
thing?

[Patrick McGowan, Regional Administrator,
Small Business Administration, welcomed the
President, discussed making the SBA pro-

gram more user friendly, and introduced the
first participant.]

The President. Tell all the people here
about your business, first.

[The participant described her business and
how the Government shutdown had affected
her SBA application. Another participant in-
dicated that small businesses are often finan-
cially unable to provide all they would like
for their employees and said a national health
care bill would help small business. A third
participant said that he had to turn some
business away because of the limited size of
SBA loan guarantees for small businesses.]

The President. So, it would help you if
the SBA could guarantee a larger size loan?

[The participant responded that the current
SBA limit is $750,000 which is aimed at a
very small business but that when a small
business begins to grow, the owner is left
wondering whether they will receive help.]

The President. And what would be the
size loan that you think that we ought to look
at? Let me back and say—you know how the
SBA program works, the SBA loan guarantee
program works, and one of the things that
I’m proudest of about our administration and
all this work we’ve done to try to give the
American people a Government that costs
less and does more is that we have reduced
the budget of SBA by about 40 percent and
we’ve doubled the loan volume.

But one of the things that we were com-
pelled to do, given the budgetary situation
we were in, is to go from a maximum loan
of—I think it used to be $1 million down
to three-quarters of a million. But what I
gather you’re saying is that you need a bigger
one even than that. You think there should
be some sort of a program for non-bankable
loans for a modest-size business that goes up
to, what, $2 million?

[The participant said that $2 million would
serve to get small businesses over the hurdle
to the point where they would be bankable
without an SBA guarantee. Mr. McGowan
indicated that SBA limitations were partially
a result of success, because SBA had gone
from 26,000 loans to 56,000.]
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